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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION5 

77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 
CHICAGO. IL 60604-3590 

Honorable R o ?  R .  3 l a g o j  evich 
Goverr?or of Z 11 i n o i  s 
Spring f i e Id, 6 2 7 0 6 11 1 i n o i  s 

Dear Goverxor Blagojev'ch : 

REPLYTO W E  A-TEPJTCPJCF 

F,-:3J 

Thank you f o r  making reccrnendat ions oc Q-l:0;1r ozone a i r  q u a l i t y  
des igca t ions .  Puzs-Jant L O  the  Clean A i r  Act (C>A) , t he  C-itecl 
S t a t e s  Environmental " ro tec t ion  Agency- ( E P A )  1s requi red  :o 
pronulgate  des igna t ions  for nex o r  r ev i sed  s tanckrds ,  such as r;ne 
&hour ozone s t anda rd .  Z a r l i e r  t k i s  ;-ear, we e-.tered :n:o a 
coxsent decree t h a t  reqlulres cs t o  promulgate Z-!io~r ozoze 
s t acda rd  des igna t ions  b!: A p r i l  5, TCi:!P. 

He have revieywecl a Z . ~ l y  15, 2 0 3 ,  l e t z e r  frorr, Renee Cipria-o,  
D i  r ec  t 01- , 
I l l i n o i s '  reconnexuatiozs on a i r  qcalit:- designa:ioIis for t he  6- 
hour clzo?? s ta -dard .  This l e t t e -  i s  t o  ir.foz:n you t h a t  t he  :PA 
does no: inte::d t o  -nake Tsodificatiors t o  :he des ignaz io- . s  arc! 
bonndaries  reco:n;nencle5 I n  :he S t a t e ' s  s - b n i t t a l .  :>:e xi11 
contiriue t o  rmrk wl t h  y o ~ r  o f f i c e  and wit:? t he  I l l i r . o l s  
Environmental ? r@tecz ion  Agency as :.:e r o v e  f orT.,:ard :O r a k e  f Lnal 
des igna t ions .  

I 1 1 i n o  i s E:ivi rcn-ner. t a 1 Pro: ec t i ~ 1 1 1  gen cy ,  sL;Smi r : i ng 

The CA?A de f ines  a nonattaicment a r e a  a s  any area t h a t  does not  
rreet ( o r  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  ambient a i r  qna;ity ir, a nes.1-b;- area  
t h a t  does not  meet) the r a t i o z a l  primary 01- seconc',ai;r ambier.: a:r 
q u a l i t y  s tandard  f o r  t he  po- lu tan t  F?A g-Jidance Lndicates tl-at 
I l l i n o i s  should u s e  t h e  l a r g e r  of t he  Consolidazecl : l e t ropo l i t a r  
S t a t i s t i c a l  Area, Metropolitan S t a t i s t i c a l  area, o r  1-hoxr  ozcb:-e 
nonattainment a rea  a s  the  presumptive b o x d a r i e s  f o r  an 8-hour 
ozone no-?attaix>,ent area The guidance provic'es 1: f a c t o r s  t i iat  
s t a t e s  should consider  11: determining :w!iet?er E O  modify the  
presurcptive boundaries We have reviewed t h e  S t a t e ' s  submi t ta l  
and b e l i e v e  i t  1s c o n s i s t e n t  with O U T  guidance, with the  
e x e p t i o n  noted below for- Kendall and Grund.; Counties.  

E I A  has  been t r a c k i r g  prel iminary 2 0 0 3  clrcme i w n i  t o r i n g  da ta  and 
E h e i r  i m p c t  o : ~  a r e a s '  prel iminary W ~ l - X ~ G 3  clesigz valces 
Where 3 I- e 1 i r n i  na r.j TI 0 0 1 - 3 U I? 3 o z on e rr o~ i t o  I 1 --. CJ cl a t a i ::dl c a t e t 5a t 
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an area’s attainment status will differ from Illinois‘ 
recormendation based on 2000-2002 monitoring data, EPA iriclicates 
the potential modification to the designation recorrmendation in 
the enclosure. Additionally, the EPA will continue to closely 
review monitoring daca for additional differences chat may have 
occurred throughout the r-emainder of Ehe 2003 ozone season or as 
a result of data handling procedures to determine if it night 
affect the State’s recommended designations. It is critical for 
Illinois to expedite submittal of 2003 moriitoring Cata to EPA so 
that air quality designations and classifications for the E-hour 
standard will accurately reflect ciie State‘s air quality. 

To advance this process, please submit your final 2003 monitoring 
data into the Air Quality System as c-mickly as possible, if i: 
has not already been clone. In addition, please subnit the &hour 
and 1-hour ozo7e design values and the average expected 1 - h o u -  
exceedance rates to Stephen Rothblatr, of my staff, by official 
letter by December 17, 2003. 

EPA believes that breathing unhealthful levels of ozone and ozone 
transport is a serious regional air polluzion problem. “s:tcept in 
very limited circumstances, such as unusually large counties and 
counties fragriencec into multiple air sheds dce co geographical 
features, we are reluctailt to designate partial counties as 
attainmenr and nonattainrent. Absent a convincing ratlocale :hat 
the exciuded portion of a county is !:either experiencing ozo::e 
standard violations nor contributing to a violation in a nearby 
area, designating a full county as nonaEtainrent is the 
appropriate designation Such a situation applies to Kendall ard 
Grundy Counties, where your submittal recommer,ds that parts of 
these Counties be designated as nonattain-nent and parts a s  
attainment. 

Your submittal provides evidence that Xecdall and Grundy 
Counties, as a whole and in conjunction with DeKalb and Kankak-ee 
Counties, are not a significant source area for ozone precursor 
emissions relative to your recommended Chicago 8-hour ozone 
nonattainment area. In addition, although Kendall and Grundy 
Counties are not monitored f o r  ozone, they are adjoining counties 
that are monitored as attaining the 8-hou~- ozone standard and are 
not adjoining any counties that are monitoring nonattainment of 
the 8-hour ozone standard. This implies that Kendall and Grundy 
Counties may themselves be attaining the &hour ozone standard. 
We note, however, that the parts of Rendall and Grundy Counties 
the State recommends for inclusion in the E-ho:i- nonattainment 
area are the portions of these counyies that were included in the 
1-hour ozone nonattainmezt area. Sased on the fact that cnese 
portions of the Counties iaiere part of the nonattainment area for 



the 1-hour standard, we agree with the State's recom,endation to 
include them as part of the Chicaqo 6-hour ozone nonattainmen: 
area. 

If you would like to provide additional information, please 
provide this inforvation by February 5 ,  2004, so that we can 
continue to w o r k  wich your office as we move forward to niake 
final designations. We look forward to a continued dialoq with 
Illinois as we work to finalize the designations for the &hour 
ozone standard. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Enc 1 osure 



c c .  Renee Cipriano,  D i rec to r  
I l l i n o i s  Environnental  Pro tec t ion  Agency 

L , o r i  Kaplan, Conmissioner 
Indiana Depar trnent of Envirozmen t a  1 Managerren t 

Stephen Mahfood, D i - e c t o r  
M i s s o u r i  Departrrect of Nat .xa l  Resources 



Enc 1 os u 1- e 

The following table identifies areas iqlthln Illinois :hat the 3PA 
intends to des;gnate as nonaiztaixnent of izhe &hour ozone 
national ambient air quality standards. Where 3PA intends to 
include only part of a county In a nonattainment area, we halw 
indicated -,he boundaries of the portion of the county that w i l l  
be included. S P A  intends to designaic as 
attainment/unclassifiable all ocher Illinois counties ( o r  ?arts 
thereof) not idenLified in -,he Lable belo:*J 

Chicago-Gary- 
Lake County, IL- 

I St. L o u i s ,  K O - I L  

Illinois Recommended 
Nonattainment 
Count i e s 

Jersey 
nadi sc.3 
!lorroe 
S L  Clair 

EPA Recommended 
Nonattainment Counties 

Cook 
WPage 
Kane 
Lake 
KcHenry 

Grunc?y 
i:j: 1: 

Aux Sable Township 
Goose La I.: e Towri s 11 i p 

0 siv eg 0  tow^ S h i p 
Kenciall. 

Jersey 
Maci1 son 
Yon I o e 
St Clair 

* The ozone design value site for this area 1s currently the 
Chiwaukee Prairie monitoring site in Kenosha County, \??isconsin. 
Fcture ozone design value determinations will consider s i tes  
throughout the Chicago-Gary-Lake County, Illinois-Indiana ozoze 
nonattainmenL area, as well as the Kenosha County n-mnito-ing 
sites . 


